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As Fr. Dan said, my name is Mary Ann McLaughlin. Our family came here to Our Lady’s in 2004, when 
Our Lady of the Presentation Parish closed, just over the hill in Brighton. We came here because my 
husband had graduated from Our Lady’s. Our youngest daughter sang in the 6:00 Mass on Sunday; she 
was at BC at the time. And because, in some ways, when a parish closes, you don’t know where to go. 
And we were welcomed here, all of us. 
 
In 2006, I was delighted to hear that Fr. John Sassani was asked to be pastor of Our Lady’s Parish. He was 
a friend of ours. When he was named pastor, we had worked together for 16 years in the Archdiocese of 
Boston, in the Office of Spiritual Life. We worked together on parish retreats around the diocese, along 
with a wonderful team of people. We also did the Cursillos here in the archdiocese, and we began 
working together on the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius Loyola. And then - he was made pastor of our 
parish. It was such a wonderful moment all around. We knew him well; he knew us. It was another 
connection.  
 
In July of 2017 - oh no, it was actually Easter season - it was May of 2017, there was a letter from the 
pastor in the parish bulletin. Some of you may remember. It was just a little box actually, and it was 
from Fr. John. When I was called to do this little remembrance, I went back to that letter, because I think 
that little notice in the bulletin gives us true insight into the person of Fr. John. 
 
In that letter, this is what he said, listen carefully: “Throughout my life, I have heard Christ’s call and 
responded as best I could. That has brought me great joy. In the last year [2016-2017], I’ve been 
diagnosed with an incurable, progressive neurological illness. That illness will affect the way I live my 
life. I will remain pastor of Sacred Heart and Our Lady’s Collaborative, and a new priest - Fr. Dan Riley -
will be assigned to the collaborative to help with the daily management needs of the collaborative.” Fr. 
Dan, you accepted that assignment, and you are here with us ever since. Thank you for that. 
 
Fr. John concluded his letter in this way: “Now, I rely more and more on the voice of Jesus to guide me in 
these next years of ministry.” There would be two more years. A progressive neurological incurable 
disease, and he was relying on the voice of Jesus, which he had always listened to, to guide him in his 
ministry. I think that witness is an extraordinary gift to those of us who were here and to those of us 
who are new to Our Lady’s still, because we feel the effects of a pastor who loved Christ and listened 
carefully to what was said to him.  
 
When I think of Fr. John Sassani, I can’t help but think of Christ’s Paschal Mystery. It’s a technical term, 
but it’s the life, death, and resurrection of Christ. And I like to say the suffering, the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. In the years that followed that letter that was in the bulletin, Sacred Heart 
and Our Lady’s Collaborative witnessed in a very, very public way the Paschal Mystery being lived in her 
pastor through that progressive neurological incurable illness that was slowly made manifest in a person 
who was willing to continue to minister and to accept the help of the people around him - sometimes 
reluctantly but most of the time with open arms. 
 
There’s a picture downstairs, a painting, in the McPherson Room. Fr. John found it up at Campion Center 
hanging on the wall one day, and then he searched for it everywhere. It was only printed in England by 



the Daughters of St. Paul. It’s called Unison. It’s the Fifth Station of the Cross in a church in Canada. It’s 
the image of Simon of Cyrene shoulder to shoulder with Christ, with the crossbeam balanced between 
them. That little holy card, which sort of grew into a larger picture about the size of him right here, was 
carried everywhere. He handed it out to people, funerals that he did, he carried it over here. Before that 
notice, before that diagnosis, almost as though Christ was preparing him for what was happening. And 
in that picture, I see that Pascal Mystery. I see what Fr. John did with us here and in his own personal 
life.  
 
The collaborative, Sacred Heart and Our Lady’s, the Christian community here, us, the Body of Christ 
responded in extraordinary ways to this public living of Christ’s suffering, death, and resurrection. In the 
minister who I saw quietly on this altar move toward him when he was celebrating the Eucharist and 
couldn’t find the words. And she simply pointed, and he found his place. In the staff who quietly made 
these lists of parishioners who were willing to drive him from Our Lady’s to Sacred Heart and back again 
so that he could continue to keep the schedule to celebrate Mass in both churches. When the schedule 
for his medications and for the spiritual direction appointments were getting a little bit off schedule, 
people paid attention to what had to be done and arranged in a very quiet background way to assist.  
 
One day he was sitting right over there in front of the Blessed Sacrament after he had said Mass as he 
would pretty much every day, and, as I was leaving, he got up to leave, and I said “How’re you doing?” 
Just a simple “How’re you doing?” And his answer was, “I know Christ is beside me, right here. I feel his 
presence.”  
 
It was two years from the time that letter was in the bulletin. Two years that seemed probably like 
twenty for many of us. But in those two years, we learned about Christ’s life, death, and resurrection. 
We had learned about it in his preaching, we had learned about it in Cursillo, but to see it, to see it lived 
in such a public way, was remarkable.  
 
And I think today the question that I’m leaving with you is, “Where in your life do you see the Paschal 
Mystery?” Because every door has a cross on that door, and, behind that door, the Paschal Mystery of 
Jesus Christ is lived. Remember, Christ entered into our humanity, our struggle. And Christ is living there. 
And when we come here and we celebrate the Eucharist together, according to the time of the year 
when we’re celebrating that part of the Paschal Mystery, we hear the story of Christ’s life that is 
reflected behind the doors in homes. 
 
So, like Fr. John, do you hear his voice? More importantly, how do you respond to the voice that you 
hear, the voice of Christ? Because that is what allows us to know who we are and what we are called to 
be in our cities, towns, homes, everywhere we go: to be the presence of Christ, to be what this parish 
experienced with Fr. John, another Simon of Cyrene who simply reaches out to people who are in need. 
But not just because we’re good at that, but because we listened to the voice of one who is calling us to 
be what we were created to be: a person who loves God - Father, Son and Holy Spirit - and loves one 
another. 
 
And I appreciate the invitation to do this today, so thank you Father, thank you Kristina. 


