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All of us say similar things all the time – like – would you do me a favor? What are 
some of the favors you ask for? The Gospel today focuses on mercy. Mercy is a favor 
you do for someone. Mercy is the love parents have for their children. Mercy is 
taking care of another in their need. Mercy is a gift God gives us and a virtue we 
learn. 

Some time ago, I met with a man named Bill. Bill was dating a young woman 
seriously, but he wasn’t sure he knew how to love. He came to me to learn. But it 
was Christ who taught him.  

Bill worked downtown, and every day when he went to his office, there was a 
homeless man lying in the doorway of his office building. At first, Bill would just step 
over him. But one day, when he stopped for coffee, Bill brought one to the homeless 
man as well. After that he would bring the coffee every day and they would chat. At 
other times, Bill would bring lunch to the homeless man and at one point gave him 
some clothes. Then one day Bill came to his office building and the homeless man 
was gone. As days passed and he still wasn’t around, Bill became worried for him, so 
much so that he started volunteering at a homeless shelter hoping to connect with 
his friend, the homeless man. He had learned to love. 

We hear in today’s Gospel, “When did we see you?” At first, Bill didn’t see the 
homeless man. Later he saw him as a friend. Mercy requires having the eyes to see – 
Christ’s eyes, given to us so that we are able to see the poor or the enemy with 
Christ’s eyes, not with our own eyes.  

In the Eucharist, God gives us eyes to see as Christ sees, gives us the heart to love as 
Christ loves. God gives us Christ’s eyes and heart so that we can see the hungry, 
thirsting crowd, uncared for at best if not actively oppressed, as Christ sees and 
loves them. And, seeing them and loving them as Christ does, we are able to serve 
Him in them and them in Him – which is what the subjects of Christ the King are 
called to do.  


