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Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Liturgical Year A 

In 1984, I was assigned to St. John’s Parish in Winthrop. Within a month or two, a woman 
came up to me and said, “Hi honey, my name is Joan. I’ve been hearing good things about 
you, but don’t let it go to your head or you’ll be thinking that you too can walk on water.”  

I never had anyone else introduce themselves to me like that before! I soon discovered - 
Joan could walk on water. She was a single mother of six adult children, and she was able to 
do incredible things for people through AA. I never hear this Gospel story without thinking 
about Joan. Short of that, this story is hard for us to believe. 

What is easy to imagine are experiences of crisis - danger and fear - like the disciples in the 
boat during one of the frequent squalls and storms on the Sea of Galilee. From a distance at 
prayer on the mountain, Jesus was aware of their crisis and goes to them.  

There is no evidence that Jesus took his evening walk on the water every night; no, he is 
responding to their need. He is, as St. Matthew tells us at his birth, Emmanuel - God with us. 
As Emmanuel, he goes to save the disciples, his friends. 

Peter can’t believe his eyes. “If it is you, command me to come to you…” he says. Peter 
walks, but, when he takes his eyes off Christ, he falters.  

The meaning of that well-known line “O  you of little faith” is that Jesus is still working with 
the disciples to help them believe - not just to believe the rightness of the things he says, 
not just to be drawn in by the things he does, but to believe IN him, to come to him, to rely 
on him to teach them, care for them, and give them all the best in life - to be his disciples. 

In the first reading from Kings, Elijah experiences God’s presence not in the wind or the 
earthquake, but in the tiny whispering sound. In those moments - in other words, when 
Christ is present to us - we feel his loving glance, the peace he offers, the challenge he gives. 

“Come to me” he says. And when we do, our faith grows, and like my friend Joan, our 
relationship with Christ grows, and we are available to assist all kinds of people by word 
and by deed, which is the only reason for walking on water in the first place. 


