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Sixth Sunday of Easter – Liturgical Year A 
 
Did you have the opportunity to watch parts of Pope Benedict XVI's visit to Washington and New 
York City last week? Maybe a few of you had tickets to be there in person. Aside from all the 
splendor and ritual, I heard a theme echoing again and again in the Pope's speeches and homilies. 
He spoke about freedom. He spoke about family. He spoke about the faith of American Catholics. 
But one word echoed for me again and again in that gentle German-accented voice: hope. That's 
right: hope. At one point, Benedict even referred to the line we heard in today's Second Reading. It's 
from Peter's first letter. Hear the words again:  
“Always be ready to give an explanation to anyone who asks you for a reason for your hope. Do it 
with gentleness and reverence.” The reason for your hope. Let's think about that. 

First of all, the Pope sensed a certain discouragement among American Catholics. The face of the 
Catholic Church here in the United States has changed over the past half century, not always for the 
better. We're worried - about our numbers, about our children, about our future. Mass attendance 
has declined to a degree that concerns us all. The secular, plural culture we live in doesn't support 
seriously religious people. The clergy sex abuse scandal knocked us off our trust and sent many of 
our members away. We are discouraged and the Pope sensed it. So he spoke of hope 

Hope isn't quite the same as optimism. The smiling optimist who's always “up” - he or she just has a 
peculiar set of genes and hormones. Nothing seems to bother the optimist. All will be well. Why? 
you ask. The optimist says simply: All will be well. 

Hope - the Christian virtue of hope - is different. It has a reason. So - go ahead Father Dennis, tell us 
the reason. Well, let me give you at least one. Hear Jesus’ words from the Gospel: “I will not leave 
you orphans. I will ask the Father and he will give you another Advocate to be with you always. He 
is the Spirit of truth.” Now there - at least for me - is one promise that gives me hope. I have the 
Holy Spirit. I don't have to do it alone.  

Lots of folks think that Jesus’ followers are called to be ethical superheroes. Sometimes when we 
talk about justice, chastity, marital fidelity, it sounds like we're called to a heroic act of will. How can 
frail, appetite-driven people live up to grueling demands of Christian faith? Jesus says we're not on 
our own. From the day of our baptism, we have the Holy Spirit. That's God's promise. When we 
stumble and fall, we have the Holy Spirit. “God the Father of mercies has sent the Holy Spirit for the 
forgiveness of sins.” Those are the words of absolution in our forgotten Sacrament of Penance. 

I don't have to do it alone. Jesus said: I will not leave you orphans. I will send the Advocate. Small 
wonder the Pope called us repeatedly to renewed hope. The words are addressed as well to the 
Church. Even in difficult circumstances, even when the church is still weakened by the sinfulness of 
its priests, we can hope. The reason for our hope? God's promise and Gift - the Holy Spirit. 

God doesn't expect us to do it alone. He sends the Holy Spirit, that constant, near presence of God. 
Give a reason for your hope, says St. Peter today. Be hopeful, the Holy Father bade us. The Spirit's 
bold and strong presence enables each of us and all of us to be more faithfully ourselves and more 
faithfully Church. We could never do that by ourselves. 

So hope! Go on - hope! Blessed Easter Season to all of us! 


