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Fourth Sunday of Easter - Liturgical Year A 
  

My sister Martha has four children and two golden retrievers. She has had the dogs since her four children were little kids, 
and all of them are now adults - my niece and nephews, and the dogs! They are certainly part of her family, which means 
they are part of my family. 

I have gotten to know Bosco and Sandy pretty well over the years, and they have gotten to know me. When I go home to 
visit, I watch for them. It begins as I come up the stairs to our back porch - the door is glass. Usually, the dogs are lying on 
the floor, and the drill is always the same: their ears perk up, the head comes off the floor, Bosco starts with a low growl, 
which triggers Sandy's genuinely loud barking, which turns into a mad chorus of barking - letting my family know, as well as 
the neighbors in every direction, that I am home for dinner. 

It seems that sheep also have a remarkable ability to recognize voices. Several years ago, I had the opportunity to visit Israel. 
It was an extraordinary experience, seeing the sights that gave me a clear and unforgettable experience of the places that 
Christ made memorable.  

One day on a tour, we saw three shepherds herding three groups of sheep, coming from three different directions. They met 
at the crossroad - it was obvious that the shepherds knew one another and spent some time talking to one another. 

By the time they finished their conversation, the sheep had intermingled. I was intrigued to see how this was going to be 
resolved. The resolution was simple. Each shepherd called out to his own sheep, and the sheep began to separate from one 
another and followed their specific shepherd. It was astonishing. 

The Gospel today says very clearly, “The shepherd calls his own sheep and leads them out. He walks ahead of them and the 
sheep follow him, because they recognize his voice.” 

These words of Jesus invite the question: how is my “hearing” and is my capacity to recognize Christ's voice in my daily life 
growing stronger? As Catholics, we have great opportunities to become People of the Word, People of the Scripture. But, as 
with so many other aspects of our lives, how do we go from potential to practice? With regard to becoming a person who 
hears and recognizes the sound of the Lord's voice, it often begins at Mass, when a word or phrase from the Scripture 
catches my attention and it seems as if the Lord himself is calling out to me - and He is! That allows me to expect that I will 
hear his voice again. 

Another way that we might hear the Lord's voice may be through the preaching. Perhaps, a point that the preacher makes 
seems like the preacher was reading my mind, and that the sermon is being directed to me, in a very personal way. Of course, 
when this happens, it is because the sermon is worth hearing because the words of the preacher are the words Christ is 
offering to you through the words of the preacher. 

Perhaps in a given Easter Season, you are led to make a resolution to read the Bible on a daily basis. If you find yourself in this 
position, the question becomes, “Where should I begin???” If you find yourself in that position, I would suggest beginning with 
Chapter 1 of the Gospel of Matthew and reading a chapter a day, slowly and prayerfully, leaving some time after the reading to 
talk to the Lord about what you heard the Lord say to you in the passage. Then, having made your way through all of Saint 
Matthew's Gospel, a paragraph at a time, move on to Saint Mark's Gospel - and so it goes. 

I am confident that all of us have had moments in our lives when a thought came into our mind and into our heart, and we had 
no question that the Lord was speaking with us. It may have been a moment when, after an argument that you provoked, you 
heard a voice in your heart saying, lovingly: “An apology might be in order, sooner rather than later.” Or, it may have been in a 
moment of great and unexpected joy, and you found yourself filled with gratitude and spontaneously you heard yourself 
thank the Lord from the depths of your soul. There are certainly times when you and I are moved with love and pity for 
someone, but in that moment we are motivated to assist, to help, to care. None of these experiences are random, or 
unimportant. They are experiences of attunement - of developing our God-given capacity to hear and to respond to the voice 
of the Good Shepherd. His voice is calling out to us - and when he's calling, we grow, in our capacity not only to recognize his 
voice, but to respond to Him with a generous heart. 

In the same way that we become accustomed to really recognizing the presence of Christ in the Holy Eucharist, we also 
become accustomed to hear the calming, challenging, motivating sound of His voice in the Scripture, which allows us to be 
attuned to him and to his desire that we become his friends and collaborators in daily life. 

As we gather to celebrate the Eucharist today, let's ask the Lord to help us to attend to the sound of his voice. Let's ask the Lord 
to further develop our friendship with him. Then, when he calls, we will hear and understand that Christ is calling us to have 
his words resonate through our lives, in the ears and the hearts of others, as has happened in Christ's followers for all these 
years. 

 


