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St. Paul focused my attention in reading the Sacred Scriptures today and preparing a 
homily. Christ emptied himself, St. Paul wrote in his letter to Philemon. And we see it in 
the Gospel at his entrance into Jerusalem. He enters on an ass and its foal – two young 
beasts of burdens. He enters, not as a warrior, but as a poor man and as peacemaker. 
(The prophet Zechariah foretells this: “Behold: your king is coming to you, a just savior 
is he; Humble, and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey…The warrior’s bow 
will be banished, and he will proclaim peace to the nations.” – Zechariah 9:9, 10) 

We hear it in the recounting of the Last Supper: he emptied himself to draw them into 
his very life. Despite this, the Twelve Apostles are all over the place – they are not 
focused and not with Christ.  

In the garden, Christ’s will would be for God to let this cup – the Passion he is about to 
undergo – pass from him. But, he emptied himself and said to his Father, “Not as I will, 
but as you will.” 

Christ was betrayed with a kiss from Judas – it’s difficult to imagine the insult and pain 
of this. Yet, there is no chiding, only do what you’ve come to do. 

Under oath in front of the high priest, Jesus tells them who he is. They question, “Are you? 
You have said so.” And there is no drama in his reply.  

Then the violence, the humiliation. He suffers it all – he empties himself of any temptation 
to strike back. Even in death, the chief priests and the Pharisees want to seal the tomb, to 
post a guard so that Christ’s disciples cannot deceive others – another insult.  

In all these moments of Christ’s Passion, the plan of the Father is accomplished and assured 
by Christ’s self-emptying. 

Each of us is made like Christ in Baptism. He makes the choices he makes for self-emptying 
love for us, and he desires to make us people of Christlike love in his image.  

May our celebration today assist us to live, day by day, that same love which we witness in 
this liturgy. 


