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It began on Easter. In Matthew’s Gospel that we hear on Easter in other liturgical years, we 
are told that the women, like so many, went to Jesus’ tomb to mourn, to weep, and to pray. 
Instead, they are met by an angel, who gives them a message of hope and encouragement. 
As they went from the tomb to share the news of Resurrection, they meet Christ Risen, fall 
at his feet, and embrace him. He fills them with new life, lives now hidden with Christ in 
God. 

In this Gospel, Jesus tells the women: “Do not be afraid to tell the news to the disciples. 
They will see me in Galilee.” And they did. 

For us, the Resurrection fills the universe – by the witness of people around the world, by 
experiences of grace and prayer, and by the Eucharist. 

A high point of our Easter liturgy today and all through the Easter season is the renewal of 
our baptismal promises. This is not just a listing of the basic truths of our faith; it is an 
expression of the relationship of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit with us, the Church, 
as collaborators in salvation through the sacraments by which he fills the universe. When 
we live our faith, when we witness hope, when we are people who love like Christ does, not 
counting the cost, and give our lives to those who need our love, we are collaborating with 
Christ. 

Easter is a day for gratitude and thanksgiving: for Resurrection, as it touches each of us; at 
this Eucharist which we gather for today, and as our lives are hidden with Christ, so that he 
can be present to others through us. 

Happy Easter to you all! 
 
Staff note: Fr. John’s notes for this homily began with the name Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, who was a 
Jesuit priest, philosopher, and writer. Without any other context, we didn’t know and didn’t want to 
guess what specifically Fr. John was referencing. However, in attempting to figure it out, we learned 
that Teilhard once said “O God, if in my life I have not been wrong, allow me to die on Easter Sunday,” 
which he did in 1955. We don’t believe it to be a coincidence that Fr. John also died on Easter Sunday 
and referenced Teilhard in this Easter homily. May they both rest in peace and share in Christ’s 
Resurrection! 

 

 


