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Truth-tellers are annoying. I met a truth-teller at my high school reunion. “What happened 

to you?” she asked. I must have looked perplexed by her question. She went on to “truth-

tell.” “You used to have such a nice head of hair,” she told me unnecessarily.  

We’ve all watched press conferences and debates lately. The reporters and interviewers 

very often seem intent on tripping up someone rather than getting the facts. That’s the way 
it is with Jesus in the gospel today. The scholar of the law who questions Jesus is interested 

in tripping him up, watching him fail. With rulebook in hand, this would-be scholar asks 
Jesus which rule is best. Jesus’ answer? It’s not about rules. It’s about a way of life. 

“Love,” says Jesus, and it sounds so neat and simple. But look more closely. Jesus’ kind of 

love is not a sentimental, gushy kind of attitude. Jesus is one tough customer. So is his love. 
For Jesus, love is costly, demanding, and constant. 

Jesus – we see it on every page of the gospel – is himself a “truth-teller.” The Jewish 

establishment of Jesus’ day was awash in factions, parties, and divisions. They would have 
made our political scene look simple. But they all agreed on one thing: Jesus was a 

nuisance. Jesus was a thorn. Jesus was a truth-teller.  

Take that part about “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Now harken back to our first 
reading. It’s from the Book of Exodus in the Old Testament. Listen: “You shall not molest or 

oppress an alien, for you were once aliens yourself.” Aliens? Love your neighbor or throw 
them out? Love your neighbor or build a bigger wall? That neighbor you are to love is not 

just the guy next door who mows his lawn at 7am every Saturday. That neighbor is an alien 
with poor command of English. That neighbor has a different face and eats different food. 

But Jesus the truth-teller says it: Love him. Just like you love yourself. 

Simple? Mushy? The love Jesus calls us to is tough, real, down-to-earth, and demanding. 
One final thought if you think Jesus’ love is pie-in-the-sky. One preacher, speaking on this 

gospel, reminded his listeners that their nearest neighbor was their husband or wife. So 
how have you showed your love lately? I leave you with that question. Maybe I have a bit of 

the annoying “truth-teller” about me too. 


