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Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time—Liturgical Year C 
 
Today, fruit was delivered to the rectory. Sometimes, it’s cookies – other times, full-blown 
meals. These are acts of kindness from parishioners. What’s best is when one of us has a 
bad cold, coughing and hacking, and chicken soup shows up at the door.  
 
This is not a pitch! – It’s a representation of what’s happening in our midst. Beyond this, 
there are families in trouble, and others helping them out. There are parishioners helping 
other parishioners through the Helping Hands ministry. Our Justice & Peace Committee 
created a hunger education brochure at Thanksgiving. 
 
In today’s Gospel, the action all began with the disciples watching Jesus pray. He was a man 
of prayer and had a singular relationship with God his Father. The disciples noticed this 
and asked their teacher how to pray. Jesus responded: 

Father  
Calling God “Father” draws us in to a deep relationship with God 

Hallowed be your name  
God, your name is holy, and you are not like any other Father 

Your kingdom come 
  May your love captivate us and rule the earth 

Give us each day our daily bread 
And forgive us our sins for we ourselves forgive everyone in debt to us 

  Forgive us, and let us be forgiving to one another 
And do not subject us to the final test 

  Do not let us lose faith 
 
The disciples noticed Jesus pray – they also noticed the parable about the neighbor who 
needed bread. They noticed the miracle of the loaves and fish. They noticed the Eucharist.  
 
The noticed that the answer to every prayer is the Holy Spirit – who helps us pray, helps us 
see, and helps us act. 
 
So in our community, people make meals for those in need. We give out hundreds of dollars 
of gift cards to Stop and Shop at holidays and through the year. Eucharistic Ministers bring 
Communion to dozens of sick and homebound parishioners each week. 
 
John F. Kennedy said in his inaugural address, “Here on earth God’s work must truly be our 
own.” Christ does the Father’s work and makes us the Father’s children. Christ empowers 
us now with the Holy Spirit to do God’s work on earth. 
 
As we meet Christ in the Eucharist and rejoice to be God’s children, let us ask the Holy 
Spirit to help us help others daily – so the Kingdom of God may come closer.  


