
Fr. John Sassani 
Homily Given on October 7, 2007 

Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Liturgical Year C 

When we look around the world, what do we see? The President and Congress 
arguing. Violence, far away in Iraq and closer to home in Boston. Swift oppression in 
Burma. Raging poverty around the world. 

It is not unlike what the prophet Habakkuk saw 500 years before Christ: 
How long, O LORD?  I cry for help but you do not listen! 
I cry out to you, "Violence!" but you do not intervene. 
Why do you let me see ruin; why must I look at misery? 

Destruction and violence are before me; there is strife, and clamorous discord. (Habakkuk 1:2-3) 

In today’s Gospel, Christ comes along and testifies to the power of faith – the power 
to pull up trees and more. Christ speaks of the ability to do the impossible – to save 
the world and make it better – not by utopian dreams but by the service of Christ and 
by selfless service done in His name. 

Ignatius of Loyola wanted to do good and noble things. He encountered Christ in a 
tangible way and then wanted only to serve in the cause of Christ. 

When I was 15 years ordained in 1995, I wanted to do good and noble things, so I 
began leading the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius in order to serve the cause of 
Christ and to do the work Christ and of the parish. I wanted to facilitate encounters 
with Christ, to renew and increase our faith. So that desire compelled me not just to 
good and noble things but also enlisted me in the cause of Christ. 

Recently, you likely received a letter inviting you to our Parish Faith Festival, titled 
“Who Do You Say That I Am?” This event seeks to facilitate an encounter with Christ, 
to deepen our capacity to serve in the cause of Christ King, and to transform the 
world into the Kingdom. 

The cause of Christ needs servants whose faith is rekindled and stirred into flame, as 
Paul writes to Timothy in today’s second reading. It needs servants who take 
advantage of Eucharist and prayer, and of other opportunities like the Faith Festival, 
so that our lives and actions will make a difference in the world. 


