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~ All  Are Welcome ~  

Our Collaborative 

Sacred Heart 
1321 Centre Street 

Newton Centre 02459 

617-969-2248 

Fax: 617-965-7515 

Office: Mon-Fri 9:30am-2:30pm 

sacredheart@sholnewton.org 

Our Lady        
Help of Christians 

573 Washington Street 

Newton 02458 

617-527-7560 

Fax: 617-527-1338 

Office: Mon-Fri 8:00am-3:45pm 

ourladys@sholnewton.org 

COLLABORATIVE STAFF 

CLERGY 

Fr. John Sassani, Pastor            

jsassani@sholnewton.org, ext. 215                

Fr. Dan Riley, Administrator     

driley@sholnewton.org, ext. 229                                              

Msgr. Dennis Sheehan, Senior Priest in Res. 

dsheehan@sholnewton.org, ext. 239                

Fr. Michael Hahn, O.S.B., Pr iest in Res. 

Deacon Bill Koffel, Deacon  

bkoffel@sholnewton.org 
 

Deacon Ramesh Richards, S.J., Deacon 

frrichra@bc.edu           

LAY PASTORAL LEADERSHIP 

Anne Marie David, Music Director  (OL) 

amdavid@sholnewton.org, ext. 227 

Erica Johnson, Liturgy & Music Dir . (SH) 

ejohnson@sholnewton.org, ext. 120                        

Kate Neal,  Pastoral Associate 

kneal@sholnewton.org, ext. 219              

Kristina Preman, Youth Min./Rel. Ed. Gr 6-10 (OL) 

kpreman@sholnewton.org, ext. 216      

Brian Romer Niemiec, Pastoral Associate 

bniemiec@sholnewton.org, ext. 111  

Rosemary Seibold, Past.Assoc./Rel.Ed. Gr K-5 (OL) 

rseibold@sholnewton.org, ext. 213          

Michelle Solomon, Rel. Ed. (SH) 

msolomon@sholnewton.org, 617-969-4031 

SUPPORT STAFF 

Ginny Arpino, Asst. to Rel Ed (OL) & Pastoral Team          

garpino@sholnewton.org, ext.221 

Michael Bliss, Finance & Operations  

mbliss@sholnewton.org, ext. 226  

Ed Desmond, Admin. Assistant (OL) 

edesmond@sholnewton.org, ext. 250 

Gerry McGrath, Facilities (OL) 

gmcgrath@sholnewton.org                         

Sioux Mont, Admin. Assistant (SH)                  

smont@sholnewton.org, ext.110 

David Nahabedian, Facilities (SH) 

dnahabedian@sholnewton.org, ext. 127 

MASS TIMES 
 

Saturday Vigil 
4:00pm Our Lady’s 
4:00pm Sacred Heart 
 

Sunday 
8:00am  Our Lady’s 
9:00am   Sacred Heart 
10:00am  Our Lady’s 
11:00am  Sacred Heart (ASL) 
12:00pm  Sacred Heart  
   Lower Church 
6:00pm   Our Lady’s 
 

Weekdays including Legal Holidays 
Mon-Fri: 7:00am Our Lady’s 
Mon-Sat: 9:00am Sacred Heart    
   Lower Church 
 

Holy Days of Obligation 

7:00am Our Lady’s 
9:00am Sacred Heart 
12:00pm Our Lady’s 
7:30pm Sacred Heart  
 

SACRAMENT OF  
RECONCILIATION 

Every Saturday, 2:30-3:30pm, at 
both churches on the lower level, or 
by appointment. 

New to our Collaborative? Welcome! Please introduce 
yourself after Mass or at the parish offices. We want to 
know and serve you! We hope you will participate in our 
parishes with your prayers, presence, talents, and 
stewardship according to your means. 

Sacraments of Initiation: For  adults interested in 
Baptism, Confirmation, or joining the Catholic Church, 
please contact Brian Romer Niemiec; for high school 
Confirmation, contact Michelle Solomon at Sacred Heart 
or Kristina Preman at Our Lady's; for older children to be 
baptized or to receive Holy Communion, contact Michelle 
Solomon at Sacred Heart or Rosemary Seibold at Our 
Lady's. 

Infant Baptisms: Infant Baptisms are celebrated at 
Mass or on special Sundays throughout the year. Parents 

are asked to call the parish offices to begin the process. A 
program of preparation is offered for all parents. For more 
information, please visit our website. 

Sacrament of Marriage: Please contact the par ish 
offices at least 6 months in advance. A preparation 
program is offered to all couples. For more information, 
please visit our website. 

Pastoral Care of the Sick: We are most eager  to help 
anyone who cannot celebrate Mass with us in church. If 
you wish to receive the Sacraments of the Anointing of 
the Sick, Eucharist, or Reconciliation, please call the 
parish offices. Please also notify us of hospitalizations, so 
that we may be of help. 

Saint Vincent de Paul Society: For  more information, 
email svdp@sholnewton.org or call 617-527-7560 x255. 
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Clergy Health and 
Retirement Trust 2018 

Among the gifts you give this Christmas season, 
please consider contributing to a special Christmas 
collection for the health and well-being of the 580 
active and senior priests in good standing in our  
Archdiocese. Amid these difficult times for our 
Church, our hardworking priests need your support 
now more than ever. Please take this opportunity to 
say thank you to all the priests, including our senior 
priests, who have devoted their lives to our 
Church...and to all of us. To donate online, please 
visit clergytrust.org or text the word PRIEST25 to 
20222 to donate $25. Msg. and data rates may apply. 
Visit clergytrust.org for a heartwarming testimony 
from a family about our priests. 

Adult Confirmation Preparation 
Are you an adult who has not yet celebrated the 
Sacrament of Confirmation, or do you know someone 
who is? There are two options for those who may be 
interested in exploring preparation for the Sacrament.  

1. Individual preparation through our Collaborative, 
with a schedule that will reflect your own 

availability and needs. 
2. A group class offered by the West Region of the 

Archdiocese (of which we are a part). These 
seven sessions will be held on Wednesdays: 
February 6, 13, 20, 27 and March 6, 13, 20. All 
sessions will be 7:00-8:15pm at Good Shepherd 
Parish (Saint Zepherin’s Parish Center), 99 Main 
St, Wayland.  

If you would like to take part in either option, please 
contact Brian Romer Niemiec at 
bniemiec@sholnewton.org or 617-969-2248 ext. 111. 

Have You Lost Someone You 
Love? Grief Support Group 

The death of a loved one is unlike any other. Whether 
the death was sudden and tragic or one with warning 
and preparation, the reality of death leaves most of us 
shocked, confused and sad. These feelings may last 
for years. Grieving people need time and space to 
honor their grief. Your loss may be recent, or it may 
be years ago.  
 

Our Lady’s and Sacred Heart has developed a 
program to help you and yours start the healing 
process. We offer two 6-week workshops a year with 

 

From Fr. Dan, Administrator 

Dear Friends, 
            Merry Christmas! With Christmas being 
tomorrow, I hope your Christmas is Merry and helps 
you fall more in love with Jesus. May it also be a 
time of bonding with our loved ones and extra care 
for the poor. Thank you for all you do and have done 
for those in need! 

The Boston Pops has nothing on our two 
music ministries. Sharing how much you love the 
music in our two parishes can be a great way of 
luring to church our loved ones who are rarely with 
us. 

So much has been and is being done for the 
poor by the members of our parishes. I am so proud 
of you! 
          Helping a “Christmas Catholic” become a 
more regular Catholic. Irregular Catholics are good 
people. How can we help them come back to church? 
Whether they come more or less frequently hangs on 
whether they feel welcomed or not. Studies and 
stories bear this out. People come back depending on 
whether they feel welcomed or not. We can help 
folks come home by being incredibly welcoming and 
hospitable to them at Christmas Mass and at all 

times. This is our chance to be UNlike the innkeeper 
in Bethlehem, who did not welcome the stranger in 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph. When we come to 
Christmas Mass and see a stranger, let us be quick to 
smile, greet, and move over in the pew. Let us view 
them as honored guests whom we would love to 
have join us. They are good folks. Let’s help bring 
them home! Our two parishes are already known for 
being welcoming. Keep up the good work! 
          Please invite someone to Christmas Mass. 
Your warm invitation could make the difference! 

“The Word became flesh and dwelt among 
us. We observed his glory, the glory as the one 
and only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
From his fullness we have all received, love flowing 
upon love.” (John 1:14,16) 
          Sports: I hope we beat the Steelers, and are 
going to beat Buffalo today and get a first round bye! 
The Celtics’ long winning streak ended Dec. 14. 
Let’s start a new one! Go BC football – beat Boise 
State in the bowl game the day after Christmas! 

 
Merry Christmas, Love, & God Bless You, 

    Fr. Dan 

New & Ongoing in Our Community 

Sacred Heart and Our Lady’s Collaborative Sacred Heart and Our Lady’s Collaborative 
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Mass Schedule and Intentions  
Priests’ schedule is subject to change 

  In your prayers, please remember 
 

James M. Connolly 
Margaret A. Connolly 

Anthony J. Greco 
 

and all who have died. 
 

May they experience the new life  
promised by Christ’s Paschal victory. 

Scripture Readings for the Week 
also found at usccb.org 

 

23 SUN Mi 5:1-4a/Heb 10:5-10/Lk 1:39-45 

24 Mon Morning: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Lk 1:67-79 

25   Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25 

       Night: Is 9:1-6/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14 

       Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ti 3:4-7/Lk 2:15-20 

       Day: Is 52:7-10/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14 

Saturday, December 22 
9:00am - Sacred Heart - For  All Par ishioners 
Immediately following Mass: Rosary, Exposition, Adoration & 
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament, ending at 10:30am 
 

4:00pm - Our Lady’s (Msgr. Dennis Sheehan)  
 Frank LaPorta 
 Mary & Dominic Palumbo 
 Mary Sauro 
 Ann Marie & Mary Peltier 
 Joseph & Nanci Marzilli 
 Thomas & Mary Ellen O’Hare 

4:00pm - Sacred Heart (Fr. Dan Riley)  
 James Pearse Kilcuen 
 

Sunday, December 23—Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 8:00am - Our Lady’s (Fr. John Sassani) 
 Dan & Marion Barton & Deceased Family 
9:00am - Sacred Heart (Fr. Michael Hahn) 
 Deceased Members of the Parish 
10:00am - Our Lady’s (Msgr. Dennis Sheehan) 

 Julio Coppola, Angelo & Iris Libertini 
 Mario Libertini 
 Mamie Rose Orr-Mullane 
 Joseph Cottone 
 Dan, Catherine, MaryLouise, Jack & Doc Cleary 
11:00am - Sacred Heart (Fr. Shawn Carey) 

 Joseph Schafer 

12:00pm - Sacred Heart (Fr. Dan Riley) 
 Barbara & Maureen Nyhen 
6:00pm - Our Lady’s (Fr. Dan Riley) 
 Joseph DeAngelis 
 

Monday, December 24—Christmas Eve 
7:00am - Our Lady’s - Joseph Joerg 
9:00am - Sacred Heart - For  All Par ishioners 
 
 

4:00pm - Our Lady’s (Fr. Dan Riley) 
 For All Parishioners 
4:00pm - Sacred Heart  (Fr. Michael Hahn 
 For All Parishioners 
6:00pm - Our Lady’s (Fr. Dan Riley) 

 For All Parishioners 
7:00pm - Sacred Heart (Fr. Shawn Carey) 
 For All Parishioners 

10:00pm - Sacred Heart (Msgr. Dennis Sheehan) 
 For All Parishioners 
12 Midnight - Our Lady’s (Fr. Dan Riley) 

 For All Parishioners 
 

Tuesday, December 25—Christmas Day 
10:00am - Our Lady’s  (Fr. John Sassani) 
 For All Parishioners 
10:00am - Sacred Heart  (Msgr. Dennis Sheehan) 
 For All Parishioners 
 

Wednesday, December 26 
7:00am - Our Lady’s -  For All Victims of Abuse 
9:00am - Sacred Heart - Jaehee Yang 
 

Thursday, December 27 

7:00am - Our Lady’s - For  the Sick of the Par ish 
9:00am - Sacred Heart - James Pearse Kilcuen 
 

Friday, December 28 

7:00am - Our Lady’s - For  the Poor  of the Par ish 
9:00am - Sacred Heart - Lucy Sancuk 
 

Saturday, December 29 
9:00am - Sacred Heart - For  A Special Intention 
Immediately following Mass: Rosary, Exposition, Adoration & 
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament, ending at 10:30am 
 

4:00pm - Our Lady’s (Fr. Dan Riley)  
 Maria Coppola 
4:00pm - Sacred Heart (Fr. John Sassani)  
 Osbourne W. McConathy 
 

Sunday, December 30—Feast of the Holy Family 
 8:00am - Our Lady’s (Fr. Dan Riley) 
 Glen Mackery 
9:00am - Sacred Heart (Fr. John Sassani) 
 Deceased Members of the Parish 
10:00am - Our Lady’s (Fr. Dan Riley) 

 Michael Annis 
11:00am - Sacred Heart (Fr. Shawn Carey) 
 Deceased Members of the Parish 

12:00pm - Sacred Heart (Fr. Dan Riley) 
 Barbara & Maureen Nyhen 
6:00pm - Our Lady’s (Fr. Michael Hahn) 

 Pierre & Alix Deguise 
 Felipe, Mercedes, Sonia & Jorge Lopez 
 



 

a monthly drop-in group in between sessions. The 
next six week session will begin after Easter. Until 
then you are invited to drop in on the first Sunday of 
the month; no registration is required, and the group 
is open to all.  
 

Monthly sessions will meet at Our Lady’s in the 
McPherson Room (Lower Level, just off the entrance 
from the parking lot) on Sundays 11:15am-12:15pm, 
on January 6, February 3, March 3, and April 7. 

For more information  please contact Kate Neal at 
617-527-7560 x219, kneal@sholnewton.org. 

CURSILLO: An Opportunity to 
Deepen Your Faith  

Cursillo is a short course in Christianity. It is an 
encounter with Jesus Christ in a small community of 

the Church, in order to deepen your own faith and to 
strengthen your ability to be a witness of Christ in the 
world. The weekends run from Thursday evening 
through Sunday afternoon and are held at the 
Campion Center in Weston. For info or to register, 
visit bostoncursillo.org or contact Chris Graf at 617-
332-5548 or cmg829@comcast.net. 

The next weekends upcoming are: 
Women’s Weekend  February 28-March 3, 2019 
Men’s Weekend  April 4-7, 2019 

Why This Shorter Bulletin? 
In order to have a full, vibrant, welcoming, and new 
bulletin to distribute on Christmas Eve and Day, this 
weekend’s bulletin has been printed in the office and 
is shorter than usual. Don’t worry—all the regular 
bulletin features will be back on Christmas and 
weekends following! 

The Sound of Your Greeting—A Reflection by Erica Johnson 
 

“For at the moment the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the infant in my womb leaped for joy.” [Luke 1:44] 
 

This Advent, we invite you to experience the joyful hospitality of Mary. She greeted Elizabeth, Zechariah, John, Joseph, the 
Angel Gabriel – and the Baby Jesus. She received the Word of God and responded (in haste!). Mary is our model of how to 
engage in relationships and how to open ourselves to receiving God through the birth of Jesus. For each week of Advent, we 
offer you reflections on the Sunday readings and questions for continuing your prayer through the week.  

 What will the sound of your greeting be on December 25th this year? 
 

Some years, we hear about Joseph or about the Angel Gabriel on this Sunday, but this 
year our Gospel is about the relationship of Mary and Elizabeth. The Holy Spirit is 
active in both women, and they respond wholeheartedly to promptings of the Spirit. 
Moreover, it is Mary’s actions and Elizabeth's words that set the stage for this 
remarkable and exuberant greeting. Mary hastens, pronto!, to her cousin and greets 
her so jubilantly that Elizabeth “cries out in a loud voice” the indelible words of our 
Hail Mary – a greeting that has lasted millennia! Every time we recite the Hail Mary 
we echo this very greeting. 
 

—In these final days before Christmas, how can you give voice to your greeting of the 
Christ Child? How does your prayer and your joy echo through the lives of others? 
—How can you greet Jesus with new exuberance this year? What will that mean for 
your life in the future? 
—What joyful greetings will you experience this Christmas? Are there some 
relationships in your life that would benefit from a clearing of the chaff, forgiveness, 
and new life through the joy of the Incarnation? 

Sacred Heart and Our Lady’s Collaborative Sacred Heart and Our Lady’s Collaborative 
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Sacred Heart News Our Lady’s News 

Grand Annual Collection 
The Grand Annual Collection supplements our weekly 
offertory and lease revenue and is crucial to help us meet 
our financial obligations.  

As of December 18, we have raised $133,107 from 300 
parishioners. Thank you! Our  goal is $200,000, and 
we need everyone to take part in order to attain that goal. 
Whether you give $100 or $300; $1,000 or $5,000, your 
gift will be appreciated as it promotes the wellbeing of 
Our Lady’s.  

Blue donation envelopes are available at the doors of the 
church. Thank you for your generous support! 

In Gratitude for Your                     
Generosity and Compassion 

As Christmas nears, we must thank all those who have 
graciously donated toys, clothing, gift cards, money, 
and groceries for meals to children, elders, and 
families in need. Through your generosity, you have 
truly acted as the hands, feet, and heart of Christ and 
made Christmas brighter for those in need. 

A huge thank you is also due to our Christian Service 
Committee, who organize The Giving Tree each year, 
and to St. Vincent de Paul, who helped in a big way at 
the meal distribution for needy families. 

We are so grateful to all of you! 

  -The Our Lady’s Parish Staff 

Photos 

from 

our 

October 

soup 

kitchen 

service 

Advent Gift Giving Celebration 
and Thank You! 

We want to thank all who generously gave to the 
family shelters that requested Christmas gifts this 
year! You fulfilled that special request and even 
gave above and beyond what was asked for! You 
can rejoice knowing your gifts will put smiles on 
many faces this Christmas. We would like to give a 
special thanks to Isabel Albrecht and Margaret Nor-
man for gathering the gifts and to our Confirmation 
students for bagging and cleaning the MacKenzie 
Center. Our Confirmation students - Isabel Frassica, 
Liam Fitzpatrick, Phillip Martins, Paxton Volpe, 
Maverick Perez, and David Maciejuk - are com-
mended for their strength, joyful attitude, patience, 
and willingness to do anything to help at this 
event! They were the last to leave, and we could not 
have done it without them!   
       

  -Martin and Michelle Solomon 

Instant Coffee & Tea Needed 
In December, we are collecting instant coffee and tea. 
Donations can be dropped off during the week in the 
lower elevator lobby OR at weekend Masses in either the 
elevator lobby or the upper church foyer at Sacred Heart  

Religious Education News 
Advent is the time set aside in the Catholic Church to 
ponder and prepare for the great mystery of God having 
becoming one of us. He comes as a little child so we will 
not be frightened by His majesty and power, but instead 
we are drawn to want to love Him. Take time to wonder 
how God comes to live with us in a cave for animals! But 
we are the real dwelling place that Christ comes to stay 
in. During Advent, we encourage the students to make 
their heart a home for Christ by befriending someone who 
stands alone, letting others go first at school, or apologiz-
ing when we have been selfish.  
 

On Christmas Day, we celebrate how Jesus came to live 
in us but also to await the day He takes us to live with 
Him forever. Don’t miss out on the wonder! Light the 
Advent wreath and pray “O come O come Emmanuel”! 
Our students have spent time writing cards to those who 
are homebound, so those who receive them will know 
that “God is with us” this Christmas! 
 

Religious Ed classes will resume on January 15. Reli-
gious Ed teachers will attend a workshop on Sunday, Jan-
uary 6, 6:30-8:30pm in the Convent. 
 

First Reconciliation will be celebrated on Saturday, 
January 26, 12:00-1:30pm in the Lower Church. Please 
mark your calendars.  
 

~Michelle Solomon, Dir. of RE 

Bristol Lodge Food Request 
We are in need of jarred tomato sauce and 12-packs of so-
da for our Confirmation Program, which prepares and 
serves dinner for residents of Bristol Lodge in Waltham 
once a month as part of their service formation. If you can 
help us, please drop items off in the lift-top bins under the 
stairs on either side of the church. Thanks to your generosi-
ty, we do not need any elbow pasta for  now. Thank you! 

January 1 Holy Day: 
Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary, the Mother of God 
January 1 is a Holy Day of Obligation this year.  
 

Masses will be celebrated on: 
Monday, December 31, at 4:00pm at Our Lady’s 
 (Vigil) 
Tuesday, January 1, at 10:00am at Sacred Heart.  
 

There will be no 7:00am or 9:00am Daily Mass               
on Tuesday, January 1. 

Parish Office Holiday Closures 
Please note the following office hour changes for the 
upcoming holiday weeks: 
 

For Christmas week: Our Lady’s Parish Office will 
be closed on December 25 and 26, reopening on 
Thursday, December 27, at 8:00am.  
 

Sacred Heart Parish Office will be closed on 
December 24 and 25. It will reopen on Wednesday, 
December 26, at 9:30am. 
 

For New Year’s: Both parish offices will be closed 
on Tuesday, January 1, reopening at their usual 
hours on Wednesday, January 2. 

No Childcare on Christmas 
So our babysitters can worship at Christmas with their 
families, there will be no childcare available during any of 
the Christmas Eve or Christmas Day Masses. Thank you 
for your understanding. 

mailto:kneal@sholnewton.org
mailto:cmg829@comcast.net
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I’m 71 this year. While that may not put me “over the hill”, I’m well along the slippery slope!  Do I 
like being 71? Not completely. There are some good aspects. I can look back on a very interesting 
life with a few accomplishments. Thank God, I can say.   

But the big issue with anyone 71 is the body. I read somewhere that age is different for women 
and men. Women, it’s said, experience age as appearance. Men do too, but with men, it’s more 

about loss. First my eyes. What started out at 40 as “light lenses” is now the maximum. My driver’s license says I’m not fit 
to drive without the glasses. Then the hearing. “What’s that?”  has become my favorite phrase. Hearing aids were inevita-
ble. The psalms have a line: “All flesh is grass”. I’m not very green any more.  

The body isn’t just about breaking down. Did you ever have a sore toe? I remember making a big speech once when my toe 
was killing me. “How did the speech go?” a friend asked later. “My toe is killing me!” I replied.   

Then, too, I am supposed to be a person of mind and spirit, concerned with higher things. “I can do whatever I put my mind 
to.” Who am I kidding? I need to lose 20 pounds, but a brownie or a chocolate chip cookie has me by the throat. My life is 
under the sway of a piece of candy. I eat, therefore, I am.   

No wonder so many thinkers have concentrated on getting us out of the flesh, out of the body. Today lots of people are in-
terested in “spirituality”. The old Greek philosophers talked about the body as a prison. Maybe you’re here today because 
you want a higher, spirited world. Well, think again. The coming feast of Christmas doesn’t talk about getting out of the 
flesh. It says that the Word – the son of God – took on our flesh and moved right in with us. 

We humans experienced our flesh as a problem, so God skipped in among us and assumed our troubled flesh. How strange!  
We think of God as spirit, as other. No, says Christmas. We are all animal, frail, finite, limited. God came to us because it was 
so hard for us to rise up to God.   

At Christmas think of this. If you’re out to meet God, you can do it here – that’s where to find God. God didn’t come to deliv-
er us from our flesh, from our mortality. God came to save us, make us holy in our flesh. So say it: “The Word was made 
flesh and moved in among us”. “He came down from heaven by the power of the Holy Spirit and became flesh.” 

So maybe at 71, I’m not on the way down the hill. Even in my glasses and hearing aids and support hose, I can still find my 
way to God who takes Mary’s flesh and mine at Christmas. That’s a reason to celebrate! 

Msgr. Dennis Sheehan 
Homily Given on December 20, 2009 

Fourth Sunday of Advent - Liturgical Year C 
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Psalm: Trace the words and 

learn to pray like Jesus! 

Learn at Mass 
Which candles are 

lit today on the 
Advent wreath? 

Color this wreath 
to match the one 

in church. 

Gospel: When Mary found out that she was pregnant                              

with baby Jesus, she went to visit her cousin, Elizabeth.                          
Elizabeth was John’s the Baptist’s mom. 
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Beyond Our Walls 
The Church’s Best-Kept Secret: 

Catholic Social Ministry Gathering 
Saturday, February 2-Tuesday, February 5, 2019                 

Omni Shoreham Hotel, Washington, DC 

What is it? The Catholic Social Ministry Gathering 
(CSMG) is an opportunity to Connect, Learn, Pray, and 
Advocate with other Catholics from around the country 
who want to put into action the social justice teachings 
of the Catholic Church. 

As we connect with others from Massachusetts and 
elsewhere, we learn about current social justice issues 
from excellent speakers, panelists, and video 
presentations. In 2018, topics included immigration, the 
environment, aid to people in need both at home and 
abroad. 

After learning about current needs and issues, experts 
brief the gathering on the Federal budget that the 
Congress will soon be enacting. Particular attention is 
given to key line items that the Church believes should 
be funded in order to relieve the suffering of the poor. 

After this briefing, members of the gathering go to 
Capitol Hill to meet with their representatives and 
Senators, or their aides, to share information about the 
Church’s position on specific budget proposals that 
help the poor and impact the environment. 

You can find out much more about CSMG by going to 
the Catholic Bishops’ website. Just Google “Catholic 
Social Ministry Gathering 2019” to find it. You can 

also call Deacon Bill Koffel at 508-561-6400 or Peter 
Metz at 339-777-5144. 

Deacon Bill, who has attended the gatherings for the 
past two years with his wife, Dorothy, together with 
others friends from Massachusetts and from Our Lady’s 
Parish in Newton, is attending again in 2019. 

Why go?: “I [Deacon Bill] have been deeply moved 
and heartened to be in the presence of so many other 
people who are motivated by the desire to put the 
teachings of Jesus and the Church into action. At a time 
when so much seems to be going wrong in our world, 
this was an opportunity to do something positive.   

FIAT 
Fiat is a discernment group for single women 
considering a vocation to religious life in the Catholic 
Church. For information, contact Sr. Marian Batho, 
CSJ at marian.batho@csjboston.org. Check out their 
Facebook page at www.facebook.com/
FiatForDiscerningWomen. 

Forming Disciples in Mission 
Forming Disciples in Mission, a workshop in 
evangelization, is offering workshops this winter in 
English, Spanish, and Portuguese! Please visit 
www.disciplesinmission.com/formingdisciples to 
register. 

Christmas Mass Schedule 
Please join us to worship together in joy! All are welcome! 

 
Christmas Eve: Monday, December 24 

 4:00pm at Our Lady’s   4:00pm at Sacred Heart 
 6:00pm at Our Lady’s   7:00pm at Sacred Heart (ASL with English 

                 voice interpretation) 

             10:00pm at Sacred Heart 
 

Christmas Day: Tuesday, December 25 
 12:00am (Midnight) at Our Lady’s            10:00am at Sacred Heart 
 10:00am at Our Lady’s 

Important Change to Saturday Adoration at Sacred Heart 
Beginning in January, Adoration on Saturdays at Sacred Heart will end at 10:00am instead of 10:30. The 
Saturday 9:00am Mass will continue; Adoration and Benediction will continue to follow that Mass. What 
changes? The time of Benediction will move from 10:30am to 10:00am. This will allow the priest to be 
available for a 10:30am Funeral Mass. Note that anyone who wishes to remain in church past 10:00am to 
adore Jesus in the tabernacle is warmly welcomed to do so. Thank you for understanding this decision,  
caused by the priest shortage and made after much consultation and discussion.  – Fr. Dan  

mailto:marian.batho@csjboston.org

