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SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Saturday: 2:30 to 3:30pm or anytime by appointment 
 

BAPTISM  Ar rangement for  this Sacrament of 
Initiation may be made by contacting the Rectory. 
 

MARRIAGE  Ar rangements for  Marr iage should 
be made with the parish priest at least eight months 
in advance to allow for adequate preparation. 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM  
Grades 1 through 5 - Tuesdays 4:00 to 5:15pm  
Grades 6 through 10 - Tuesdays 7:00 to 8:30pm 
 

VISITATION TO THE SICK We are eager  to 
help anyone who cannot celebrate Mass with us in 
Church. If you wish to receive the sacraments of 
Confession, Communion, or the Anointing of the 
Sick, please call the Rectory. Please notify us of any 
hospitalization so that we may help. 
 

MASSES 
Weekends (Upper Church) 
 Saturday:  4:00pm 
 Sunday:  9:00am, 11:00am in ASL (also Voiced) 
 12 Noon (Lower Church) 
Weekdays (Lower Church)  
 Monday—Saturday:  9:00am 
 Saturday following Mass: Rosary, Exposition, 
 Adoration and Benediction of the Blessed 
 Sacrament, concluding at 10:30am 
Holy Days (Upper Church) 
 7:00am at Our Lady Help of Christians 
 9:00am at Sacred Heart 
 12:00 noon at Our Lady Help of Christians 
 7:30pm at Sacred Heart.  This Mass is in both  
   English and ASL 
Holidays (Lower Church)  
 9:00am 
 
 

WEBSITES : 
www.sholnewton.org  
www.bostondeafcatholic.org 
 
 

WELCOME:  If you are new in the par ish, please 
introduce yourself after Mass or at the rectory office.  
We want to know and serve you. 
 
 
 

 
OFFICE MAILING ADDRESS 
1321 Centre Street, Newton, MA 02459 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday, Tuesday,  9:30am to 5:00pm; Wednesday, 
Thursday, 8:30am  to 3:30pm; Fridays 9:00am to 
12:00pm. 
 

PHONE AND E-MAIL 
Rectory Office    617-969-2248 
Pastoral Associate   617-969-4021 
Religious Education    617-969-4031 
MacKenzie Center   617-332-7220 
Fax     617-965-7515 
Our Lady Help of Christians   617-527-7560 
sacredheart@sholnewton.org 
jsassani@sholnewton.org 
dsheehan@sholnewton.org 
rblaney@sholnewton.org 
amilik@sholnewton.org 
mbuckley@sholnewton.org 
bniemiec@sholnewton.org 
msolomon@sholnewton.org 
mbliss@sholnewton.org 
jenna.kish@bostondeafcatholic.org 
pmiller@sholnewton.org 
 

STAFF 
Rev. John Sassani, Pastor:  617-515-1743 
Rev. Robert  J. Blaney, P. Vicar: 617-527-7560 x212 
Rev. Adrian Milik, P. Vicar: 617-527-7560 x224 
In Residence: Rev. Michael Hahn 
In Residence at OLHC:  Msgr. Dennis Sheehan 
Mr. William B. Koffel, Deacon 
Mrs. Marie Buckley, Pastoral Associate 
Mr. Brian Niemiec, Pastoral Associate 
Mr. Michael Bliss, Business Manager 
Mr. Manny Lim, Interim Director of Music 
Mrs. Michelle Solomon, Religious Education 
 Director 
Mrs. Margaret Miller, Administrative Associate 
Mrs. Marisa Cimino, Activities Coordinator, 
 MacKenzie Center 
Mr. David Nahabedian, Facilities Manager 
 

 

PARISH RESOURCES 
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OUR COMMUNITY NEWS 
MASS INTENTIONS 
Saturday, April 8 
   4:00pm, Michelle Webber 
Sunday, April 9 
   9:00am, Parishioners of Sacred Heart 
  12:00 Noon, Deceased members of the  
                       McConathy Family 
Monday, April 10 
   9:00am, Doris MacParland 
              
CELEBRANTS FOR HOLY WEEK  
Thursday, April 13, 7:30pm:  Fr. Milik/Fr. Carey 
Friday, April 14, 7:30pm:  Fr. Sassani/Fr. Carey 
Saturday, April 15, 8:00pm:  Fr. Milik/ Fr. Carey 
Sunday, April 16, 9:00am:  Msgr. Sheehan; 
11:00am, Fr. Carey; 12:00 Noon, Fr. Milik 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THIS WEEK  
Sunday, April 9, Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion 
   Isaiah 50:4-7; Ps. 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24; 
   Philippians 2:6-11; Matthew 26:14– 27:66 
 Monday, April 10 
   Isaiah 42:1-7; Ps. 27:1, 2, 3, 13-14; John 12:1-11 
Tuesday, April 11 
   Isaiah 49:1-6; Ps. 71:1-2, 3-4a, 5ab-6ab, 15 and 
   17; John 13:21-33, 36-38 
Wednesday, April 12 
   Isaiah 50:4-9a; Ps. 69:8-10, 21-22, 31 and   
   33-34; Matthew 26:14-25 
Thursday, April 13, Holy Thursday 
   Exodus 12:1-8, 11-14; Ps. 116:12-13, 15-16bc, 
   17-18; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26; John 13:1-15 
Friday, April 14, Good Friday 
   Isaiah 52:13—53:12; Ps. 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-16,   
  17, 25; Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9; John 18:1—19:42 
Saturday, April 15, Holy Saturday 
   Genesis 1:1—2:2; Ps. 104:1-2, 5-6, 10, 12, 13-14, 
   24, 35; Exodus 14:15—15:1; Isaiah 55:1-11;  
   Ezekiel 36:16-17a, 18-28; Romans 6:3-11;  
   Matthew 28:1-10 
Sunday, April 16, Easter Sunday 
   Acts: 10:34a, 37-43; Ps. 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23; 
   Colossians 3:1-4; or 1 Corinthians 5:6b-8;  
   John 20: 1-9 

 

THE PASCHAL TRIDUUM 
The Parish Community of Sacred Heart invites you 
to join in celebration of the most sacred, solemn and 
joyous liturgies: 

HOLY THURSDAY:  Apr il 13 
Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper: 
 7:30pm, Upper Church, English and ASL 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 10:30pm 
   Holy Thursday Offerings:  The money that you 
saved during Lent for the Rice Bowls may be placed 
in the baskets on the tables as you enter church.  If 
you are not present, you may place an envelope 
marked “Rice Bowl” in the regular collection on 
Easter or leave it in the rectory. 
GOOD FRIDAY:  Apr il 14 
Morning Prayer:  9:00am, Lower Church (English) 
Stations of the Cross for Children:  11:00am, U.C. 
Stations of the Cross:  3:00pm, U. C. (English) 
Celebration of the Lord’s Passion: 
 7:30pm, Upper Church, English and ASL 
HOLY SATURDAY:  Apr il 15 
Morning Prayer:  9:00am, OLHC 
(There is no 4:00pm Mass) 
EASTER VIGIL:  8:00pm, Upper  Church 
(English and ASL) 
 Celebrating the central mystery of our redemption 
Vigil party follows in the Parish Center. 
EASTER SUNDAY:  Apr il 16 
Masses at: 9:00am, U. C.;  12 Noon, L. C. (English) 
   11:00am, Upper Church, ASL 
 

CALENDAR NOTES 
Extended Coffee Hour: Sunday, April 9, 
   10:00am—1:00pm, Parish Center  
Guild Bake “N” Bloom Sale:  Sunday, April 9, 
   10:00am—Noon, Parish Center 
Social Justice Forum:  Sunday, April 9, 4:00pm,  
   Lower Church 
The Light is On For You:  Wednesday, April 12,  
   6:30-8:00pm, Lower Church 
Easter Egg Stuffing:  Wednesday, April 12, 7:00pm 
   MacKenzie Center Conference Room 
Easter Egg Hunt:  Sunday, April 16, 10 00am,     
   Rectory Lawn 

 

EASTER COLLECTION 

This Easter, our parish collection will benefit the 

Clergy Health and Retirement Trust which cares for 

the needs of our priests.  Our priests are always 

there for us; they share Chr ist’s good news, 

perform good works, and build communities of good 

faith.  All are welcome to learn more and make a gift 
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online at clergytrust.org.  And don’t forget to find 

and follow the Trust on Facebook by searching 

“@ClergyTrust.”  Thank you in advance for your 

prayers and support. 

 

OFFERTORY INCOME  for  the month of March 

Envelopes, cash, checks            $17,035 

On Line Giving                 2,267 

Africa and Central and Eastern Europe      816 

Easter Flowers                           1,534 

 
COLLECTION FOR THE HOLY LAND 
Good Friday’s collection for the Holy Land is, in the 

words of Paul VI, “not only for the Holy Places but 
above all for those pastoral, charitable, educational, 
and social works which the Church supports in the 

Holy Land for the welfare of their Christian brethren 
and of the local communities.” 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
During this Holiest of Weeks we encourage all of our 
students & families to attend the Triduum 
celebrations of Holy Thursday, the Stations of the 
Cross & the Celebration of Our Lord’s Passion on 
Good Friday and of course, Easter! 
    Please remember to love the poor by filling 
your Rice bowls Rice bowls and returning them 
by Tuesday, April 11th so that we may carry them 
as an offering on Holy Thursday Celebration 
at 7:30pm.  
    Deacon Bill Koffel will be leading a special 
edition of the Stations of the Cross for Children in 
the upper church at 11am on Good Friday 
morning.  This time is especially for families and 
children including Middle School age to walk with 
Jesus on His way to the Cross.  Our beautiful and 
moving stations in the upper church will help you 
and your children to “stay with Jesus” in the most 
Holy Hours of Good Friday.  Won’t you join us?        
   There will be no Religious Education classes on 
April 18 due to Spring Vacation.   The last CCD 
class of this year will be on Tuesday, April 25th.   
Grades 1-5 will be crowning Our Blessed Mother in 
the Grotto behind the Convent on this last day, 
weather permitting, along with a celebration!  Grades 
6-10 will celebrate the ending of our CCD year 
with Mass in the lower church at 7:00pm along 
with a celebration afterwards.  All families and 
parishioners are welcome to join in the celebration of 
the Mass in thanksgiving for our CCD teachers and 
for God’s love and mercy that sustained us during 
this past year! 

    Meanwhile our 1st Communion students and 
families continue to prepare to receive Our Lord for 
the first time on May 7th at 9:00am Mass under the 
capable hands of Mrs. Sanroma.  Please pray that the 
students and their families grow in the awareness of 
Jesus’ Real Presence in the Eucharist.  There will be 
a 1st Communion rehearsal on Saturday, May 
6th from 1:30-3pm in the upper church.  At least 
one parent must attend. 

 

Michelle Solomon, Director of Religious Ed 
 
THE LIGHT IS ON FOR YOU!  
Our final Wednesday evening of Taize 
Musical Prayer, Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, 
and the opportunity for the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation will be April 12  Please join us at any 
time between 6:30pm and 8:00pm at Sacred Heart 
(Lower Church).   
 

FATHER ROBERT BLANEY’S 
FAREWELL 
It is with much sadness that we will be saying 
goodbye to Father Blaney when his assignment at 
Sacred Heart and Our Lady’s Parishes concludes in 
May. He will celebrate his final Masses the weekend 
of May 20th/21st. We will keep him in our prayers as 
he moves on to his next, yet to be determined, 
assignment in the Archdiocese of Boston. 
 
EASTER EGG HUNT 
Each year we have an Easter Egg hunt for children 
10 and under on the lawn of the rectory after the 
9:00am Mass.  Help is needed to stuff the eggs in 
preparation for this fun event.  Anyone able to help 
with this simple task is asked to come to the Parish 
Center Conference Room on Wednesday, April 12 at 
7:00pm.  Many hands make light work! 

 
Paulette Adams 

 

EASTER VIGIL PARTY 

The Sacred Heart Hospitality Committee cordially 
invites you to the Easter Vigil Party April 15 at the 
Mackenzie Center immediately following the Easter 
Vigil Mass.  The reception will include finger foods, 

desserts and refreshments.  The committee is seeking 
food donations for the event.  If you can contribute a 
sweet or a savory item, kindly bring it to the 

MacKenzie Center before the Vigil Mass. Thank 
you! 
 
 

http://www.clergyfunds.org/
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SACRED HEART HISTORY:  
Early Gifts for the Church 
Creating a new parish and the building of the Sacred 
Heart Church in Newton Centre were large, long-
term, and expensive tasks.  On December 25, 1891, 
the basement church was dedicated, ablaze with 
lights from that new invention called electricity.  For 
the special occasion, many contributed talents and 
gifts including the thirteen surplices and cassocks for 
the altar boys made by Mrs. Eugene (Mary A.) 
Clifford of 945 Walnut Street, and the altar rail 
formerly used in the Cathedral of the Holy Cross 
given by the Archdiocese.  Probably due to the Panic 
of 1893, a serious economic depression that began in 
1893 and ended in 1897, work on the church 
building ceased until the spring of 1898.  Yet, a year
-and-a-half after the second beginning, the work was 
completed.  The completion was made possible 
through the generosity of the parishioners and 
friendly neighbors.  In 1898, the parish Building 
Fund Society had 1,104 members, predominantly 
skilled workers, clerks, and laborers.  Each was 
expected to make a twenty-five cent contribution 
every month.  The cost of the church  - $40,000 -  
was paid off in less than 20 years!  If the amount 
seems small, consider that before WWI, the pay of 
an ordinary worker was nine or ten dollars a week, a 
skilled craftsman might earn as much as twenty 
dollars a week, and that professional people lived 
comfortably on sixty to eighty dollars a week. Thus, 
these weekly contributions were generous. 
   When the upper church was dedicated on October 
1, 1899, Archbishop Williams officiated, Fr. J.D. 
Boland celebrated the Mass, and Fr. Peter Ronan of 
Dorchester preached the sermon. The music program 
was under the direction of Professor John O’Shea. 
The solemn ceremony was attended by about 800 
people – definitely a standing room only event. 
Additional gifts were given for use at this First High 
Mass. The new censer and incense were donated by 
altar boy Bernard O’Kane who later became a 
prominent monsignor of the Archdiocese.  The 
Missal stand was given by another altar boy, James 
McInerney.  It is obvious that the stained glass 
windows were gifts, but less obvious is when the 
windows were installed.  Early histories of the upper 
church’s opening mention only the stained glass 
windows above the altar and the clerestory windows 
above the pillars.  The church and all the mentioned 
gifts, as well as many more, are tributes to the faith, 
sacrifice and hard work of the early priests and 
parishioners of Sacred Heart Parish. 
 

MAYOR SETTI WARREN TO SPEAK AT 
SOCIAL JUSTICE FORUM  
The next Robert DeSimone Social Justice Forum 
will be held this Sunday April 9th at 4:00pm in the 
Lower Church at Sacred Heart. Setti Warren, a 

current parishioner of Sacred Heart and Mayor of 
Newton, will be speaking on the topic of "Economic 
Growth for All." See the flyers at the doors of the 

church for more details.  
 

DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET 
One of the things I picked up while I was studying in 
Poland before I entered the seminary was the habit 
of praying the Divine Mercy Chaplet. The chaplet is 
one of the key revelations given by Jesus to Saint 
Faustina, along with the Divine Mercy Image and 
Divine Mercy Sunday. This prayer uses rosary beads 
but is much faster to pray than the rosary, it usually 
takes about five minutes. It is a prayer to the Father 
asking for the mercy won for us by Jesus through his 
Passion to be poured out upon us and the whole 
world. 
   I will be leading a recitation of the Divine Mercy 
Chaplet during the Divine Mercy Holy Hour which 
will take place at Sacred Heart Parish on April 23 
from 3 to 4pm. I will also have some little fliers with 
me that will have the prayers of the chaplet on them 
for those who are not familiar with it. I hope that 
many of you will be able to join me in this prayer as 
well as a reflection on Saint Faustina and a period of 
silent adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. 
 

In Christ, Fr. Adrian 
 
SAVE THE DATE: JUNE 24, 2017 
There will be a parish celebration of Sacred Heart's 
125th Anniversary as a Parish to be held on 
Saturday, June 24 (the feast day of the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus) at the 4:00pm Mass with a catered dinner 
celebration to follow in the MacKenzie Center ------
ALL INVITED, details for sign up to follow (put the 
date on your calendar!) 
 
GUILD RUMMAGE SALE 
The Guild of St. Francis will hold a rummage sale on 
May 13 in the MacKenzie Center while the Knights 
hold their yard sale in the Sacred Heart parking lot.   
 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS YARD SALE 
The Knights of Columbus of Sacred Heart Parish in 
Newton Centre is accepting donations for our annual 
yard sale on May 13.  We will pick up or you may 
bring items to us.  For further information or for 
questions or pickup, call Bob at 617-964-1860 eves.  
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SIGNINGS 
At the beginning of the Mass, we participated in the 
triumphant procession of Jesus into Jerusalem. We 
joyfully waved the palm branches to welcome the 
King who comes in the name of the Lord and then, 
just as quickly as the weather changes, we witness 
another procession, this time a procession out of 
Jerusalem, a procession towards execution. At this 
time, the palm branches are as lifeless as dead 
leaves. Yet these palm branches which we will bring 
home remind us that whether in celebration or in 
tribulation, we must be with Jesus, our good 
"brother".  This means that we need to remember to 
stay with Jesus especially in His trials and suffering 
so that neither ourselves nor Jesus will be alone. We 
need not to think that we can be alone facing our 
trails and suffering. The Gospel shows that Jesus was 
being tested from His sweating of blood to His being 
betrayed and abandoned by His disciples, from being 
interrogated, to His crucifixion. 
   Indeed, He was tested but He persisted.  We need 
to remember Jesus shared his human experience that 
through such a brutal, horrendous, and terrifying 
torture, he was feeling abandoned as he shouted, 
“Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?”, which means "my 
God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”   We 
also feel abandoned when our trials and tribulations 
become so unbearable for us to carry on.  However, 
we also need to remember that Jesus was not broken 
as those who persecuted him recalled Jesus saying, 
“After three days, I will be raised up” (Matthew 
27:63).  Because of Jesus' trust in the glory of God, 
in our brokenness we can trust in God.  So, as we 
bring home these palm branches, let us also walk 
with Jesus in His triumphant procession into 
Jerusalem, and stay close to Him in the procession 
towards execution which will unfold before 
us.  Because we too will be tested.  We too will face 
our agonies, our betrayals, our pains, our loneliness 
and our sufferings. Yet we are also reminded that our 
sufferings in the world are nothing compared to the 
glory that is waiting for us in eternity.  That is God's 
promise to us only when we decide to take the right 
path toward eternity.  If we choose to face tribulation 
alone and not to take the road to eternity, where will 
we go?  Always remember to be with Jesus, our good 
“brother”. 
 

In Christ,  Fr. Shawn 

LIEUTENANT PAUL J. SULLIVAN 
SCHOLARSHIP 
The Lieutenant Paul J. Sullivan Scholarship 
Committee is pleased to announce the 49th Annual 

Lt. Paul J. Sullivan Scholarship.  A Scholarship 
Award of $4,000 will be awarded to a deserving high 
school senior to perpetuate Paul's memory.  There 
will also be awards for other finalists.   The 
Scholarship Awards will be presented at reception on 
May 14.    
   Seniors may qualify for the scholarship if they 
belong to the following parishes: Sacred Heart - 
Newton; St. Mary's - Waltham; and the 
collaboratives of St. Patrick's - Watertown, 
Sacred Heart - Watertown, St. Luke's, Belmont 
and St. Joseph's, Belmont. In addition, other 
residents of Watertown who fulfill the following 
criteria may apply.  We are looking for well-
rounded student - athletes, those actively involved 
in their school, religion, and community.  
   Applications may be obtained at the Rectory, area 
high school Guidance offices, or by calling Eleanor 
Donato at 617 - 484-5569.  Deadline for receipt of 
completed applications is April 13, 2017. 

 
WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 
“The Lord GOD is my help, therefore I am not 

disgraced;” Enjoy the help of God in making your 
good marriage better by attending a Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter Weekend. The next WWME 

Weekends are Apr 22-23, 2017 in Brewster, MA and 
Jun 10-11, 2017 in Medway, MA. For more 
information, call Stephen & Michelle O'Leary at 800

-710-9963 or visit us at www.WWMEMA.org. 

NEWTON CATHOLIC BOOK CLUB 
The April Book Club Selection is Saint Augustine by 
Garry Wills. The book follows its subject from his 
youth in fourth-century Africa to his conversion and 
subsequent development as a theologian. It shows 
how, in embracing classical philosophy, Augustine 
managed to enlist “pagan authors” in the defense of 
Christianity. The result is a biography that makes a 
spiritual ancestor feel like our contemporary. The 
April meeting will be Thursday, April 20th, 7:00pm, 
in the Colella room at Our Lady’s. Two copies of the 
book are available for loan. Call Ed Desmond at Our 
Lady’s Parish Office to reserve a copy. For more 
information about the book club contact Jim Allaire 
at 617-244-2143. 
 
ST. FRANCIS HOUSE 

Thank you for your donations during the month of 
March.  The request for April is cold cereal.  You 
may bring in your donations at any times during the 
month and place them in the bins provided at the 

entrances to the church. 


